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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

December 27, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 
Reflection: 

òLove is not the upward ascent of our souls that sublimates us into 
union with the deity. Rather, love is the descent of Godõs royal grace 
that conquers our rebellion, atones for our guilt, and draws us into 
sonship.ó             Edmund P. Clowney 

 
Preludeéééééééééééééé How Majestic is Your Name 
 
Welcome 
 
Silent Preparation 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Doxology* 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

 

Call to Worship ...................................................................... Isaiah 60:1 

 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
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Hymn of Praiseééé.éééé...O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 
 

ôO for a Thousand Tonguesõ was written by Charles Wesley in 1749 on the 
11th anniversary of his Aldersgate conversion experience.  It is said that it 
was inspired by a chance remark of an influential Moravian leader named 
Peter Bohler, who expressed his spiritual joy this way: ôOh, brother Wesley, 
the Lord has done so much for my life. Had I a thousand tongues, I would 
praise Christ Jesus with every one of them!õ  May this hymn be the desire of 
our heart for the coming year. 

Taken, in part, from Kenneth W. Osbeck Amazing Grace 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
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Hymns of Celebrationééééé.Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and Promiseééééééé..é. 1 Peter 3:18 
 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 

flesh but made alive in the spirit. 
 
Hymn of ResponseééééééééééééééRock of Ages 
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Confession of Faith..........................................................Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 
Of all things visible and invisible. 

And In one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
By Whom all things were made; 

Who for us and our salvation 
Came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered and was buried; 
And on the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father; 

And He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the 
dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; 
Who spoke by the prophets; 

And we believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church; 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 

 
ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéééééé...Leviticus 12:1-8 

(page 90) 

The Reading of Godõs Wordéééé.ééééé...Luke 2:22-38 
(page 857) 

 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People:  Amen! 
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time. The 
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss 
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Childrenõs Church should be 
seen as optional. All children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.   

 
Hearing from Godõs WordééééééééééLuke 2:22-28 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                     
Songs for a Savior     Waiting 
       
       THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 
We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those 
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because 
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in 
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become 
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as 
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for 
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements. 

 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for reasons of 
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings 
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the 
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few 
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and 
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take 
the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your 
behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on 
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the 
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my 
flesh is weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use 
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and 
greater love of You.  Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain 
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new 
obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me 
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my 
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say 
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit 
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that 
will lead me to the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs 
me.  Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my 
sin.  Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin 
over me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me 
and make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the 
world that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from 
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not 
this week, but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
òNeither let your own accusing conscience, nor Satan the accuser of the brethren, hinder 
you any longer from Christ. For what though they should accuse you of pride, infidelity, 
covetousness, lust, anger, envy, and hypocrisy? Yea, what though they should accuse you of 
whoredom, theft, drunkenness, and such like? Yea, do what they can, they can make no 
worse a man of you than a sinner, or chief of sinners, or an ungodly person; and so, 
consequently, such a one Christ came to justify and save; so that in every deed, if you do 
rightly consider it, they do you more good than hurt by their accusations.ó        Edward Fisher  
 

ñTo the extent that we remains pilgrims in this life, the gospel will remain strange 
even to us. Until the day we die, we will struggle to believe the bad news and 
Good News that God announces to us. We do not just naturally think that we are 
born in sin, spiritually dead, helpless, and unable to lift a finger to save ourselves 
or impress a holy God. As a result, it does not just occur to us that our greatest 
need is to be redeemed, justified, regenerated, sanctified, and glorified by Godôs 
saving work in his Son and by his Spirit. 
If the óGood Newsô that we proclaim is determined by what we already knowðor 
think we knowðit isnôt really news. Limited to whatever we already think is 
relevant, practical, and useful, the message will never be surprising, disorienting, 
and troubling. It can never throw us off balance or cause us reevaluate our 
priorities and interpretations of reality.ò        Michael Horton 
 
òLet us take comfort in the thought that the Lord Jesus does not cast off His believing 
people because of failures and imperfections. 
He knows what they are. 
He takes them, as the husband takes the wife, with all their blemishes and defects, and, once 
joined to Him by faith, will never leave them. He is a merciful and compassionate High 
priest. It is His glory to pass over the transgressions of His people, and to cover their many 
sins.ó            J.C. Ryle 
 

ñWhat binds us together is not common education, common race, common 
income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common 
jobs, or anything else of that sort. Christians come together . . . because . . . they 
have all been loved by Jesus himself . . .. They are a band of natural enemies 
who love one another for Jesusô sake.ò            D.A. Carson 
 
òTo run and work the law commands, 
Yet gives me neither feet nor hands; 
But better news the gospel brings: 
It bids me fly and gives me wings.ó John Bunyan 
 

ñThe faith by which sinners are justified, as it unites them to Christ and so 
secures for them all the benefits of salvation that are in him, that faith perseveres 
to the end and in persevering is never alone.ò                        Richard B. Gaffin, Jr 
 
òIt was with thanks He broke the bread, though sold with silver. The Son of Man is 
glorified, He says, and God is glorified in Him. So to the Cross He moves. He is ready for 
the altar. He will sacrifice with the voice of thanksgiving. ôI will pay . . .õ This is His great 
avowal. Such were the tears and song of Jesus on the eve of Calvary.ó              Geoffrey T. Bull 

 




