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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

December 20, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 
Reflection: 
òWhat we need more than anything else is to have a right relationship 
with God, and this can only come through the forgiveness of our sins.ó 

Phil Ryken 
 
Preludeéééééééééééé Sing to God Whose Love was Shone 
 
Welcome 
 
Silent Preparation 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Doxology* 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

 

Call to Worship ........................................................................Luke 2:11 

 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 
 
Prayer of Invocation 

 
 
 
 
 



  2 

Hymn of Invocation...............é..........O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

 
Responsive Readingéééééééééééé..é.Luke 2:8-14 
 
Minister: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
 field, keeping watch over their flock by night.   
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People:  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
 glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
 filled with fear. 
 
Minister: And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring 
 you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
 who is Christ the Lord. 
 
People: And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
 wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."   
 
Minister: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
 heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 
People: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
 among those with whom he is pleased!"   
 
Hymns of Celebrationéééééé...Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
       Away in Manger 
1. Hark the herald angels sing, 
òGlory to the new born King 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With thõangelic hos proclaim, 
òChrist is born in Bethlehem!ó 
 
Refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
òGlory to the newborn King!ó 
 
2. Christ, by highest heavõn 
adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time, behold him come 
Offspring of the Virginõs womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail thõ incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Refrain 
 
3. Hail the heavõn-born Prince of 
Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Reighteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risõn with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man may no more die. 
Refrain 
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Away In A Manger 

 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of ConfessionéééééééPrayed together, in Unison 
 
O God, in the beginning you spoke, 

and creation was born, the object of your loving care. 
In the fullness of time you spoke, 

and the Word became flesh, Jesus, the gift of your love. 
We wonder at the miracle of creation; 

we stand in awe before the mystery of the incarnation. 
Forgive us earthbound creatures, feeble in faith, 

empty of hope, lacking in love.  
Hear now our silent prayers of confessioné 
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This year let the miracle and mystery of Christmas happen  

for us again. 
We wait upon you with ready hearts, O God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Words of Comfort and Promiseééééééé..é.Titus 3:4-7 

 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior,  so that being justified by his grace 
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

 
Confessing Our Faithééééééé..ééé The Apostleõs Creed 

Brion Ferratt, Deacon 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 

 He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéééééééé...Psalm 148 

(Page 526) 

The Second Reading of Godõs Wordéééééé...Luke 1:57-80 
(Page 856) 

  
Reader: This is the Word of God. 

 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time. The 
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss 
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Childrenõs Church should be 
seen as optional. All children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.   

 
Hearing from Godõs WordééééééééééLuke 1:57-80 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint 
Songs for a Savior                        From Silence to a Song of Salvation      
 
       THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 
We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those 
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because 
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in 
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become 
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as 
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for 
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements. 

 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for reasons of 
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings 
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the 
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit. 
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This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few 
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and 
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take 
the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your 
behalf.   
 
The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on 
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the 
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my 
flesh is weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use 
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and 
greater love of You.  Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain 
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new 
obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me 
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my 
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say 
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit 
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that 
will lead me to the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs 
me.  Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my 
sin.  Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin 
over me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me 
and make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the 
world that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from 
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not 
this week, but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
òFaith, in all its degrees, still reads the inscription, ôThe blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin;õ and if at times the eye is so dim that it cannot read these words, 
through blinding tears or bewildering mist, faith rests itself on the certain knowledge of the 
fact that the inscription is still there, or at least that the blood itself (of which these words 
remind us) remains, in all its power and suitableness, upon the altar unchanged and 
uneffaced. God says that the believing man is justified: who are we, then, that we should say, 
ôWe believe, but we do not know whether we are justified?õ What God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder.ó               Horatius Bonar 
 

ñMy conscience does not  render a positive verdict in Godôs courtroom when I 
look inside myself. The only reason I can sleep well at night is that even though 
my heart is filled with corruption and even though I am not doing my best to 
please him, I have in heaven at the Fatherôs right hand the beloved Son, who has 
not only done his best for himself but has fulfilled all righteousness for me in my 
place.ò               Michael Horton 
 
òIt is of paramount concern for the Christian and for the interests of his sanctification that 
he should know that sin does not have the dominion over him, that the forces of redeeming, 
regenerative, and sanctifying grace have been brought to bear upon him in that which is 
central in his moral and spiritual being, that he is the habitation of God through the Spirit, 
and that Christ has been formed in him the hope of glory. ò                                  John Murray 
 

ñLuther taught that every time you insist that I am a sinner, just so often do you 
call me to remember the benefit of Christ my Redeemer, upon whose shoulders, 
and not upon mine, lie all my sins. So, when you say that I am a sinner, you do 
not terrify, but comfort me immeasurably.ò         Thomas Oden 
 
òWe declare on scriptural authority that the human will is so desperately set on mischief, so 
depraved, so inclined to everything that is evil, and so disinclined to everything that is good, 
that without the powerful, supernatural, irresistible influence of the Holy Spirit, no human 
will ever be constrained toward Christ.ó            Charles Spurgeon 

 
ñTo convert one sinner from his way is an event of greater importance than the 
deliverance of a whole kingdom from temporal evil.ò    George Smeaton 

 
"Grace will convince you of your unworthiness without ever making you feel unloved."  
                                                     Paul Tripp 

 
"To suppose that we are justified by our own sincere obedience, or any of our 
own virtue or goodness, derogates from gospel grace."       Jonathan Edwards 

"Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the quickening of the 
conscience by his holiness; the nourishment of mind with his truth; the purifying of 
imagination by his beauty; the opening of the heart to his love; the surrender of will to his 
purposeñall this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which our nature is 
capable."                  William Temple 
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COMMUNION HYMNS   

Emmanuel - B. McGee 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His Name is called Emmanuel; 
God with us, revealed in us; His Name is called Emmanuel. 

 
A Shield About Me - D. Thomas/C. Williams 

Thou, O Lord, are a shield about me; 
Youõre my glory, Youõre the lifter of my head. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Youõre the lifter of my head. 

 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus - J. Scriven/C. Converse 

1) What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Eveõrything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Evõrything to God in prayer. 
 

2) Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
 

Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our evõry weakness - 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 

3) Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge - 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do thy friends despise, forsake 
thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms Heõll take and shield 
thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

My Faith Has Found a Resting Place - L. Edmunds/A. Gretry 
1) My faith has found a resting 
place, 
From guilt my soul is freed. 
I trust the everliving One, 
His wounds for me shall plead. 
* I need no other argument, 
I need no other plea, 
It is enough that Jesus died 
And that He died for me! 
 

2) Enough for me that Jesus saves, 
This ends my fear and doubt; 
A sinful soul I come to Him, 
Heõll never cast me out. 

 

3) My heart is leaning on the 
Word, 
The written Word of God. 
Salvation by my Saviorõs Name, 
Salvation throõ His blood. 
 

4) My great Physician heals the 
sick, 
The lost He came to save. 
For me His precious blood He 
shed, 
For me His life He gave.
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ññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEñññññ 
Offeringééééééééééééééé. Breath of Heaven 
    òBreath of Heaven, hold me together, be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 
     Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, pour over me Your holiness for 
   You are holy.ó 
Closing HymnééééééééééO Come All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 
Benediction 


