GRACE COMMUNITY
Presbyterian Church, PCA

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
November 29, 2009

10:30 a.m.
Prelude.....ooooiiiii We Gather Together
Welcome
Silent Preparation

‘WORSHIP IN PRAISE

Doxology*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

Call to Worship...............oooo Jfrom Psalm 57

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises
to you among the nations.



Hymn of Praise
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Responsive Psalm of Adoration...........c.............

&

Minister: Praise the LORD!

..From Psalm 147

People: For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is
pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

Minister: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of
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People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Israel.

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their
wounds.

He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of
them their names.

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain
for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills.

He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens
that cry.

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
pleasure in the legs of a man, but the LORD takes
pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in
his steadfast love.

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God,
O Zion!

“A bright, positive mood characterizes the songs [psalms]| of
praise. The chaotic side of life lies in the distant background in
these psalms. The foreground, on the other hand, is filled with
faith—faith in the goodness and faithfulness of God, faith that the
wortld in which we live will be experienced as good day after good
day because God governs all. So the key word of the songs
[psalms] of praise is ‘praise’. The songs [psalms] of praise exalt
God for life, life that is good.”

Mark Futato




Hymn of Thanksgiving................ Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied;

Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.

2. All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown unto joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

3. For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take His harvest home;
From His field shall in that day all offenses purge away,

Giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast;

But the fruitful ears to store in His garner evermore.

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, in Thy garner to abide;

Come, with all Thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest home.

'WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Words of Comfort and Promise........................from Psalm 34

When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them
out of all their troubles. The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and

saves the crushed in spirit. The LORD redeems the life of his
servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.



Confessing Our Faith............................. The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church*

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church

'WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE

The Reading of God’s Word........................... Daniel 1:1-2; 17
(Page 737)

Minister: This is the Word of God.

People: Amen!

Prayer of Consecration

Children 4 years old through 1" grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church at this time. The
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Children’s Church should be
seen as optional. Al children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the
sermon.
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Hearing from God’s Word......................... ... Daniel 1:1-2; 17
Rev. Kyle Oliphint

Daniel: Thanksgiving

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Preshyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those
who bave trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed). 1t is
onr request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become
commnning members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His pegple. Reflect on the work Jesus did for
you and come forward 1o receive the grace offered to you in these elements.

Words of Institution..........cccevvevveveecinincnnee 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. If for reasons of
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit.

We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit.

This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection. Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hynmns in praise and
worship, thanking God for what He bas done for you in Christ Jesus. Then come forward, take

the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spirit's work of grace on your
bebalf.

The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lord’s Table.

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS

Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen. My
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness. I need the
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my
flesh is weak. As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and
greater love of You. Inflame in me a hatred for my sin. Sustain
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new
obedience.



PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT

Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that
will lead me to the life that You promise.

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs
me. Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my
sin. Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin
over me. Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You.

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS

God, I don’t know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me
and make me alive. Give me faith, that I might profess before the
wortld that You loved a sinner like me. Dear God, save me from
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not
this week, but in weeks to come.

The guotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament:
“When a believer has fallen into a low, sad state of feeling, he often tries to lift
himself out of it by chastening himself with dark and doleful fears. Such is not the
way to rise from the dust, but to continue in it. As well chain the eagle’s wing to
make it mount, as doubt in order to increase our grace. It is not the law, but the
gospel which saves the seeking soul at first; and it is not a legal bondage, but
gospel liberty which can restore the fainting believer afterwards. Slavish fear
brings not back the backslider to God, but the sweet wooings of love allure him to
Jesus’ bosom.” Charles Spurgeon

“Consider well of the office, the bloodshed, and the holy life of Christ — His office is to
expiate sin, and to destroy it. His blood was shed for it: his life condemned it. Love Christ,
and thou wilt hate that which caused his death. Love him, and thou will be made more like
him.” Richard Baxter

“We believe that God, who is perfectly merciful and just, sent His Son to assume
that nature in which the disobedience was committed, to make satisfaction in the
same, and to bear the punishment of sin by His most bitter passion and death.
God therefore manifested His justice against His Son when He laid our iniquities
upon Him, and poured forth His mercy and goodness on us, who were guilty and
worthy of damnation, out of mere and perfect love, giving His Son unto death for
us, and raising Him for our justification, that through Him we might obtain
immortality and life eternal.” The Belgic Confession of Faith, Article XX
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COMMUNION HYMNS

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - I. Watss

When I survey the wondrous
cross

On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my

pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should
boast,

Save in the death of Christ my
God.

All the vain things that charm me
most,

1 sacrifice them to His blood.

See, from His head, His hands,
His feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled
down.

Did e’er such love and sorrow
meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a
crown?

Were the whole realm of nature
mine,

That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness - T. Chishoin/ V. Runyan

1) Great is Thy faithfulness,

O, God, my Father;

There is no shadow of turning
with Thee.

Thou changest not;

Thy compassions, they fail not.
As Thou hast been

Thou forever wilt be.

2) Summer and winter,

And springtime and harvest;
Sun, moon and stars in their
courses above

Join with all nature in manifold
witness

To Thy great faithfulness,
Mercy and love.

* Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies
I see.

All I have needed Thy hand hath
provided.

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord,
unto me.

3) Pardon for sin and a peace that
endureth,

Thy own dear presence to cheer
and to guide;

Strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow -

Blessings all mine with ten
thousand beside!

He Is Lotd - Phil. 2: 10,11
He is Lotd, He is Lord!
He is risen from the dead and He is Lord!

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess
That Jesus Christ is Lord.



‘WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE
Offering..............ociiiiiiiiiin., I Will Rise When he Calls My Namze

Those playing and singing during the offering are worshipping God as they share the gifts with which God has blessed them.
They desire to enable our worship of Hin as well. To that end we will occasionally include particular verses from pieces that
will be played or sung during the offering with the purpose of furthering our corporate worship together as we strive to focus on
our Trinne God during this part of onr service.

Meditation: I will rise when He calls my name; No more sorrow no more painy
I will rise on eagles’ wings before my God, fall on my knees...

Closing Hymn..................ooo, Be Still My Soul

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;

In every change, He faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake

To guide the future, as He has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;

All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on

When we shall be forever with the Lord.

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
All safe and blesséd we shall meet at last.

Be still, my soul: begin the song of praise

On earth, believing, to Thy Lord on high;
Acknowledge Him in all thy words and ways,

So shall He view thee with a well pleased eye.

Be still, my soul: the Sun of life divine

Through passing clouds shall but more brightly shine.

Benediction




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nursery Service*
This week: Jason Patterson/Aubrey Conklin
Next week: Scott and Dawn Thanisch
December 13th:  Todd and Camille Dorsa

December 20%:  Joe and Jessica Eastham
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery. 1If you would like to serve, or have questions,
please do not besitate to contact her. She will be happy to help yon.

MUSIC: WINDS PRACTICE Wed. night at 6:45
CHOIR PRACTICE Wed. night at 7:45

Kids’ Practice immediately after the service today -

Christian Education for All Ages
Christian Education Classes will not meet on the
following two Sundays; December 20 and December 27.
Christian Education classes for all ages will return on

Sunday, January, 3.
There are a few important items that we want to let you know
regarding our Christian Education opportunity.
If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may have to move
some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around. Again, we are
excited about how the year wi
together.
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows:

Jr. High and High school—Caravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch)
5th & 6th grade—(Room #114) Conference Room Mary Hamby & Jason Patterson
3rd & 4th grade—(Room #112a) Melissa Linnenburger & Natasha Tracy

1st & 2nd grade—(Room #112b) Christine Bassett & Justice Kerr

4 & 5 year olds—(Room #113) Marlain Jones, Cindy Willingham, & Tim Farrar
2 & 3 year olds—(Room #104) Kris Mooney, Lizzie Oliphint, & Camille Dorsa
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5™ ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER

Saturday, December 5 is our 5™ Annual Progressive Dinner. If you
have not yet signed up, please Meagan Dennison, this morning.

We will divide up into 2 homes for appetizers. Depending on how
many volunteers we have for Dinner, there will be 8-10 people at
each home for dinner. Then we will all be together for dessert.

GCPC is a Praying Church

—We think spiritual things —if doneright—s houl d j ust _
have a disability, nothing flows, especially in the beginning. How would
you love someone without prayer? People are far too complicated; the
world is far too evil; and my own heart is too off center to be able to love
adequately without praying.ll Paul Miller

The men will meet this Tuesday, December 1, for prayer at 7am at the
church building. Please make plans to join us.

Prayer Chain—If you have a request or reason to give thanks and would
like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, please send
your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at mehambyl@verizon.net.
She will distribute your request to all who are on the chain. If you would
like to join the prayer chain, please send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be
added and she will do it.

_f
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GCPC is Committed to Missions

Would you like to help frame and shapet he vi si on for GCPCo6s
work? If so, speak to Andrew Caudal.

Church Planting in the Philippines
We are, as a church, supporting the aggressive church planting efforts in
the island nation of the Philippines. We are also supporting the building
and maintenance of homes for the many street children in the Philippines.
These homes are under the direct oversight (and often physically connected
to) the local Presbyterian churches in the Philippines. For more information
or to receive e-mails on how you can pray specifically for this work, please
speak to Andrew Caudal.

BEAMM
Our church wants to continue to find ways we can serve our
denomination‘s work on the bord
and Mercy Ministry). Interested? Speak to one of the missionaries who
spent a week serving this past

Church Planting in North Texas
Your church is committed to planting churches in our area and supporting
current church plants. It is our vision to bring a man in to work and
minister among us for a time, and then send him out to plant a church in
our area. Church planting is the primary way we believe God brings the
good news to lost sinners and grows His Kingdom. Please pray for our
efforts in this endeavor and begin to pray for the future churches God may
allow us to play a part in planting.

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard 1/ ersion

02001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

12

mi ssion and

er through

summer ...

chu

B L



For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church,
are ungquantifiable. However, a few numbers give us a small
glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs
more than we deserve.

2008

We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism!
Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over
$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for
our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst.

Third Quarter of 2009

Average Sunday morning attendance in the third quarter of 2009
(July through September) was 164. Because of the way you
responded to God's grace by your faithful giving, we received
$90,870 towards the ministry of this church, and $12,190 towards
the building fund. Because of the gifts of God's people, we have

been able to pay down our loan, so that the remaining balance,
after about 2 years, is $127,073.00! Let us all be thankful for God's
provision!

CAPITAL GIVING - Because of the generosity of the members and
friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of
our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000. We have a 10-year
zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use
gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early. This
will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start
building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future
construction. If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital
campaign and would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you
desire to increase the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully
consider whether you can help pay down the note early. If, in addition to
your regular giving, you would like to designate gifts towards the building,
please write BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.
If you have any questions about the finances of our church, please speak
with any Elder or Deacon. Thank you for your generosity!
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Church Office-A Primer*

The Apostle Paul teaches us that the desire to serve as an officer in the church is a worthy
ambition. He heartily endorses, but then explains in 1 Timothy 3 the demanding
requirements of being an elder or deacon. So, the desire to be a spiritual leader in the
church is a good thing, but not everyone is qualified to serve as an officer. Those who
aspire to office in the church must meet the highest standards, and must be examined and
tested (1 Timothy 3:15).

Paul describes the church as the —household of God..th
and support of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). Those are strong statements, and if we believe them,

we must embrace a high view of the church, and seek only the most qualified men to lead

her. Officer nominations and elections have little to do with popularity and a lot to do with

a person‘s consistent and de ehpetordasagpwilgove f or God abov
love and servant attitude toward his neighbor. In the kingdom of God leadership is about

l oving God and neighbor; worshipping God and serving

The Offices of Elder and Deacon

Elderd The office of elder is one of spiritual oversight and government of the church (Titus

1:5ff; 1 Tim. 3:1-7). In the NT elders are sometimes referred to as shepherds (Acts 20:28, 1

Peter 5:1-3) because they are charged with the care and nurture of the church just as a

shepherd cares for his flock. Elders are also responsible for the teaching ministry of the

church (1 Tim. 5:17-18). Thus, elders must understandt he trut hs of God‘s Word, and b
able to effectively minister in the body as one who encourages, edifies and when needed,

confronts and rebukes.

Deacond The office of deacon is one of service, extending mercy and sympathy to those in

need, especially to those within the church. Deacons are first mentioned in Acts 6:1-6, as

those chosen to minister to the physical needs within the church. The spiritual nature of the

deacon‘'s service of mercy is not |l ess vital than the
inseparably tied to both offices.

The duty of the office is threefold: 1) To minister to those in need and distress, 2) To
administrate financial issues within the church (giving and distribution of gifts), and 3) To
care for the church's property.

Any man assuming the office of elder or deacon must meet the qualifications listed in 1
Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 (elder) and 1 Timothy 3:8-13 (deacon), as a minimum and must
also be willing to carry forth the vision and mission of Grace Community Presbyterian
Church as determined by the current leadership of the church. The solemn vows the
officers take include protecting and pursuing the peace and purity of the church. This peace
and purity is protected and pursued, first, in the Session and Deaconate.

Both offices are perpetual—that is, for life, unless extraordinary circumstances allow or call
for the dissolution of one‘s office.

(*Thanks to Lexington Presbyterian Church, PCA for parts of this helpful primer.)

14



Church Officers- Electing & Ordaining

Electingd 6 men have satisfied the requirements of the trying and testing and will
now be presented to the congregation for election on Sunday morning, January
10" immediately following our worship service. . Every communing member of
GCPC has the privilege to vote on each man. A simple majority vote is required to
elect a man to office. The men you have nominated and the office for which you
have nominated them are:

Phil Bassett—Ruling Elder
Duane Brooks—Deacon
Andrew Caudal—Ruling Elder
Josh Emrich—Ruling Elder
Tim Farrar—Deacon

Jason Patterson—Deacon
Darren Pettitt—Deacon

Ordaining—The officers you elect will be ordained and installed during a Sunday
evening special ordination service, in accordance with our Book of Church Order,
Chapter 24. This service is planned for 6pm, Sunday evening, January 24", 2010.
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WHO IS DOING WHAT???

The gatherings announced in this section are wonderful examples of organic ministry, God's

people taking the initiative to do something for which they have a particular burden. These

are not programs coordinated by GCPC nor are they org
elders. But these are examples of God's people stepping up and reaching out and

practicing their faith and inviting you to join them! We are happy to help them make you

aware of what they are doing.** (Church officers and Ministry Coordinators for GCPC are listed on

the inside back cover of onr bulletin.)

o Neighborhood Bible Study

Mary Hamby has taken the initiative to offer a neighborhood Bible Study in her home. She encourages
the ladies of Grace to attend and to bring their friends. The next meeting will be Wednesday,

December9. They will meet at 1:00 at Mary Hamby‘s house, 9713 Fur
women are studying 1, 2, 3 John and Jude this year. Contact Mary at 817-431-3023 if you have any
questions.

oParent 6s Night Out
For future PNOés. watch this spa

o SAHM6s Pl ay Group

Tasha Fontenot has taken the initiative to organize and begin a time for the Stay-At-Home-Moms

(SAHM*s). All who ar e i nt"éMoadsytofewdry montlefroh 930-11t ed t o meet on the
at the church building. This time will give moms an opportunity to enjoy the company and conversation
with other moms. Mo ms wi | | rotate in watching the children.

December 14", For more information, please contact Tasha Fontenot at Tasha.fontenot@gmail.com or
call her at 817-788-4949.

oWomenébés Bible Study/ Retreat

Carol Hudson has taken the initiative to offer a number of options for the Ladies of Grace
and their friends. Please consider taking part in one (or more!) of the following:
1  Ladies of Grace weekly Bible Study began September 10 and continues on Thursdays
10:45-12 at the church. Study will be application/preparation for the Sunday sermon series
on Daniel. Childcare will be provided. For more information contact Carol Hudson at 817-
889-0179 or carolhudson@yahoo.com.

1 Twice monthly evening Bible study began last Tuesday, September 15th at 7:30 and will
continue twice a month; October 6 and 20; Nov 3 and 17; Dec 1 and 15; Jan. 5 and 19
in the home of Carol Hudson. This group is studying Susan Hunt's book Your Home, A
Place of Grace. For more information contact Carol Hudson at 817-889-0179 or
carolhudson@yahoo.com

9 Ladies of Grace Christmas Brunch, Dec. 13, 10-12 at the church. Speaker is Emia Carter.
Please RSVP by Dec. 1 to gcpcladies@yahoo.com or contact Tasha Fontenot or Lisa
Emrich. If you would like please bring an infant Christmas gift for Cooks Children's
Hospital. (rattles, teethers, soft toys, mobiles etc)

o Womenébés Book Discussion
Thetitleforf ut ur e book t i t QuessonsthwPéedsedRbbecda Baldal or PaplaPettd. ...
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