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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

August 30, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 
Reflection 
“The service of God and convictions about the reliability of His 
Word are not theoretical matters.  We grow in both through 
obedience. All too frequently we take a different view of our trials 
and temptations.  We tend to see them as isolated nightmares.  God, 
however, sees them from a different perspective. They are important 
and connected punctuation marks in the biography of grace he is 
writing in our lives.  They give formation, direction, and character to 
our lives. They are all part of the tapestry He is weaving in history.  
He uses them to build up our strength and to prepare us to surmount 
greater obstacles, perhaps fiercer temptations.   Sinclair Ferguson 
 
Prelude ………………………………Approach My Soul the Mercy Seat 
Welcome 
Silent Preparation 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 

Doxology 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship………………………………………From Psalm 98 
 

 
Minister: The LORD has made his salvation known and 

revealed his righteousness to the nations.  

 
People: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King! 
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Song of Praise……………………………………Shout to the Lord 
 

My Jesus my Savior 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty 
love 
My comfort my Shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your  
name 
 
I sing for joy at the work  
of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You 
Forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the 
Promise I have in You 

 
Responsive Reading………………………………From Revelation 7 
 
Minister: I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 

could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands,  and crying out with a 
loud voice,  

 
People: "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!"   
 
Minister: And all the angels were standing around the throne 

and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, saying,  

 
People: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen."   
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Minister: They have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they are before 
the throne of God  

 
People: For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 

their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs 
of living water, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes." 

 
Hymn of Response  
and of Preparation…………………….Before the Throne of God Above 
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———————CONFESSING OUR SIN——————— 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Words of Comfort and Promise………………………..Romans 8:1 

 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 

 

 
“…What is thrust into the foreground in the terms „no 
condemnation‟ is not only freedom from the guilt but also freedom 
from the enslaving powers of sin.” 

John Murray 

 
Confessing Our Faith………………..From The Heidelberg Catechism* 

Brion Ferratt, Deacon 
 

Leader:   Christians, what is your only comfort in life and in 
death? 

 
People:  That I am not my own, 
  But belong— 
   Body and soul, 
   In life and in death— 
  To my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

He has fully paid for all my sins with His  
precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 
He also watches over me in such a way that not a 
hair can fall from my head without the will of my 
Father in heaven: 
In fact, all things must work together for  

my salvation. 
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Because I belong to Him, 
Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 
Assures me of eternal life and makes me whole-
heartedly willing and ready from now on to live 
for Him. 

 
Leader: What must you know to live and die in the joy of this 

comfort? 
 

People:  Three things: 
 First, how great my sin and misery are; 
 Second, how I am set free from all my sins 

and misery; 
 Third, how I am to thank God for such 

deliverance. 
 

The Heidelberg Catechism was written in Heidelberg, Germany at the request 
of Elector Frederick III, the Palatinate, from 1559 to 1576. This pious 
Christian prince commissioned Zacharius Ursinus, twenty-eight years of age 
and professor of theology at the Heidelberg University, and Caspar Olevianus, 
twenty-six years old and Frederick's court preacher, to prepare a catechism for 
instructing the youth and for guiding pastors and teachers. The National 
Synods of the sixteenth century adopted it as one of the Three Forms of 
Unity, requiring office-bearers to subscribe to it and ministers to explain it to 
the churches. These requirements were strongly emphasized by the great 
Synod of Dort in 1618-19. The Heidelberg Catechism has been translated into 
many languages and is one of the most influential and generally accepted of 
the several catechisms of Reformation times. 

 
——————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

 
The First Reading of God’s Word……………Revelation 18:1-10 

(Page 1038) 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word………………..Daniel 1:1-21 

(Page 737) 

Minister: This is the Word of God. 
People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
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Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church at this time. The 
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss 
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Children’s Church should be 
seen as optional. All children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.   

 
Hearing from God’s Word……………………………Daniel 1:1-21 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                           Life in Exile 
 
         THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those 
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because 
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in 
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become 
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as 
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for 
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements. 

 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lord‟s Supper.  If for reasons of 
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings 
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the 
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few 
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and 
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take 
the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spirit’s work of grace on your 
behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on 
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lord’s Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the 
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my 
flesh is weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use 
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and 
greater love of You.  Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain 
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new 
obedience. 
 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT 
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me 
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my 
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say 
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit 
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that 
will lead me to the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN 
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs 
me.  Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my 
sin.  Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin 
over me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS 
God, I don‟t know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me 
and make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the 
world that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from 
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not 
this week, but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
 
“While we are looking at God we do not see ourselves - blessed riddance. The man who has 
struggled to purify himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will experience real 
relief when he stops tinkering with his soul and looks away to the perfect One. While he 
looks at Christ, the very thing he has so long been trying to do will be getting done within 
him.”                     A.W. Tozer 
 

“This is that mystery which is rich in divine grace to sinners: wherein by a 
wonderful exchange our sins are no longer ours but Christ’s: and the 
righteousness of Christ not Christ’s but ours.  He has emptied himself of his 
righteousness that he might clothe us with it, and fill us with it: and he has taken 
our evils upon himself that he might deliver us from them…in the same manner 
as he grieved and suffered in our sins, and was confounded, in the same manner 
we rejoice and glory in his righteousness.”                                         Martin Luther 
 
“We await salvation from [Christ] because he makes us, ingrafted into his body, participants 
not only in all his benefits but also in himself. If you contemplate yourself, that is sure 
damnation. But since Christ has been so imparted to you with all his benefits that all that is 
his is made yours – that you are made a member of him, indeed one with him – his 
righteousness overwhelms your sins; his salvation wipes out your condemnation; with his 
worthiness he intercedes that your unworthiness may not come before God‟s sight.” 

John Calvin 
 

“When the clouds are blackest, even then look towards Christ the standing pillar 
of the Father’s love and grace, set up in heaven for all sinners to gaze upon 
continually. Whatever Satan or conscience say, do not conclude against yourself 
— Christ will have the last word. 
He is Judge of quick and dead, and must pronounce the final sentence. His blood 
speaks reconciliation (Col 1:20); cleansing (1 John 1:7); purchase (Acts 20:28); 
redemption (1 Peter 1:18); purging (Heb 10:19); justification (Rom 5:9); nearness 
to God (Eph 2:13). Stand and hear what God will say, for He will speak peace to 
His people, that they return no more to folly (Psa 85:8). He speaks grace, mercy 
and peace (2 Tim 1:2). That is the language of the Father and of Christ.”  
                                                                                                        Thomas Wilcox 
 
 “Christ discharged the debt of sin. He bore our sins and purged them. He did not make a 
token payment which God accepts in place of the whole. Our debts are not cancelled; they 
are liquidated. Christ procured redemption and therefore he secured it. He met in himself 
and swallowed up the full toll of divine condemnation and judgement against sin.” 

                                             John Murray 
 

“Believe in Jesus Christ, crucified for thy sins. If thou feel thy sins, and the 
burden thereof, look not upon them in thyself, but remember that they are 
translated and laid upon Christ, whose stripes have made thee whole (Isa. 53:5). 
This is the beginning of health and salvation.”                                    Martin Luther 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less - E. Mole/W. Bradbury 
 

1) My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus‟ blood and 
righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest 
frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus‟ Name. 
 

On Christ, the solid rock, I 
stand. 
All other ground is sinking 
sand, 
All other ground is sinking 
sand. 
 

2) When darkness veils His lovely 
face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. 
 

3) His oath, His covenant, His 
blood 
Support me in the whelming 
flood. 
When all around my soul gives 
way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
 

4) When He shall come with 
trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness 
alone, 
Faultless to stand before the 
throne. 

 
Rock of Ages - A. Toplady/J. Ward 
 

1) Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which 
flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and 
power. 
 

2) Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law‟s demands. 

Could my zeal no respite know; 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 

3) Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 
Salvation Belongs to Our God - A. Howard/P. Turner 
 

Salvation belongs to our God, 
Who sits upon the throne, 
And unto the Lamb. 
Praise and glory, wisdom and 
thanks, 
Honor and power and strength 

 

Be to our God forever and ever, 
Be to our God forever and ever, 
Be to our God forever and ever, 
Amen. 
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——————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE————— 
Offering…………………………………………The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn………………………………Though Troubles Assail Us 

1) Though troubles assail us and dangers affright, 
Though friends should all fail us and foes all unite, 
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide, 
The promise assures us, “The Lord will provide.” 

2) The birds, without garner or storehouse, are fed; 
From them let us learn to trust God for our bread. 
His saints what is fitting shall ne‟er be denied 
So long as ‟tis written, “The Lord will provide.” 

3) When Satan assails us to stop up our path, 
And courage all fails us, we triumph by faith. 
He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried, 
This heart cheering promise, “The Lord will provide.” 

4) No strength of our own and no goodness we claim; 
Yet, since we have known of the Savior‟s great Name, 
In this our strong tower for safety we hide: 
The Lord is our power, “The Lord will provide.” 

5) When life sinks apace, and death is in view, 
The word of His grace shall comfort us through, 
Not fearing or doubting, with Christ on our side, 
We hope to die shouting, “The Lord will provide.” 

 

Benediction 

 
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Darren and Paula Pettitt 
  Next week:        Jason and Jen Smith 
  September 13th: Dave and Meagan Dennison 
  September 20th: Christian and Tasha Tracy 
  
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 

 

Christian Education for All Ages 
Begins August 30th 

There are a few important items that we want to let you know 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may have to move 

some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  Again, we are 

excited about how the year will progress as we study God’s Word 

together. 

The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 
Jr. High and High school—Caravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 
5th & 6th grade—(Room #114) Conference Room  Mary Hamby & Jason Patterson 

3rd & 4th grade—(Room #112a) Melissa Linnenburger & Natasha Tracy         

1st & 2nd grade—(Room #112b) Christine Bassett & Justice Kerr 

4 & 5 year olds—(Room #113) Marlain Jones, Cindy Willingham, & Tim Farrar 

2 & 3 year olds—(Room #104) Kris Mooney, Lizzie Oliphint, & Camille Dorsa 

 

For the adults, we will be studying the Book of Jonah from August 30-

September 20. On September 27 our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, will 

begin where he left off in his series on Covenant Theology for the adults.  If 

you have missed any of these excellent lessons, both audio and transcripts are 

available on our website:  

http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 
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 GCPC is a Praying Church   
"We are constantly on a stretch, if not on a strain, to devise new 

methods, new plans, new organisations to advance the church and 

secure enlargement and efficiency for the gospel. The trend of the 

day has a tendency to lose sight of the man or sink the man in the 

plan or organisation. God's plan is to make much of the man and 

woman), far more of him than anything else. Men are God's great 

method. The church is looking for better methods, God is looking 

for better men. 'There was a man sent from God whose name was 

John' . . . What the church needs today is not more machinery, or 

better, not new organisations or more and novel methods, but men 

whom the Holy Spirit can use, men of prayer, men mighty in 

prayer. The Holy Spirit does not flow through methods, but 

through men, He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does 

not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer."       E.M. Bounds 
     

Men’s Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, September 1st, 

for prayer. Join us at 7am at the church building. All men (and their sons) 

are encouraged to join us. 

 

Prayer Chain—If you have a request or reason to give thanks and would 

like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, please send 

your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at mehamby1@verizon.net.  

She will distribute your request to all who are on the chain.  If you would 

like to join the prayer chain, please send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be 

added and she will do it. 
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For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church, 

are unquantifiable.  However, a few numbers give us a small 

glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs 

more than we deserve.   

2008 
We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over 

$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for 

our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst.  

 

Second Quarter of 2009 
Average Sunday morning attendance in the second quarter of 2009 (April 

through June) was 170.  Because of the way you responded to God's grace 

by your faithful giving, we received $79,522 towards the ministry of this 

church, and $5,264 towards the building fund.  And because of the gifts of 

God's people, we have been able to pay down our loan, so that the 

remaining balance, after only 20 months, is $145,719!  Let us all be 

thankful for God's provision!  

 

 CAPITAL GIVING - Because of the generosity of the members and 

friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of 

our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000.  We have a 10-year 

zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use 

gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early.  This 

will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start 

building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future 

construction.  If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital 

campaign and would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you 

desire to increase the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully 

consider whether you can help pay down the note early.  If, in addition to 

your regular giving, you would like to designate gifts towards the building, 

please write BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.  

If you have any questions about the finances of our church, please speak 

with any Elder or Deacon.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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GCPC is Committed to Missions 
 

Church Planting in the Philippines 
We are, as a church, supporting the aggressive church planting 

efforts in the island nation of the Philippines.  We are also 

supporting the building and maintenance of homes for the many 

street children in the Philippines.  These homes are under the 

direct oversight (and often physically connected to) the local 

Presbyterian churches in the Philippines. For more information or 

to receive e-mails on how you can pray specifically for this work, 

please speak to Andrew Caudal. 
 

Church Planting in North Texas 
Your church is committed to planting churches in our area and 

supporting current church plants.  We are supporting the new 

church in Denton, Denton Presbyterian Church.  Please pray for 

our efforts in this endeavor and begin to pray for the future 

churches God may allow us to play a part in planting. David 

Wilson is the pastor of Denton Presbyterian Church. 

 

Our Mission Team 
Immediately after worship on Sunday, September 13th, we will get 

hear about and see what our Mission Team did this past summer 

in Mexico.  Please plan to stay and learn what your money and 

prayers enabled to happen. Our Team: Scott Thanisch , Cooper 

Thanisch, Grayson Thanisch, Brian Cervantez, Philip Hamby, Phil 

Bassett, Josh Emrich, Lisa Emrich, Danny Black, Rick Hudson, Carol 

Hudson, Glenn Mayo, Jarren Rollins, Matt Linnenburger. 
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Church Office-A Primer* 
 

The Apostle Paul teaches us that the desire to serve as an officer in the church is a worthy 

ambition.  He heartily endorses, but then explains in 1 Timothy 3 the demanding 

requirements of being an elder or deacon.  So, the desire to be a spiritual leader in the 

church is a good thing, but not everyone is qualified to serve as an officer.  Those who 

aspire to office in the church must meet the highest standards, and must be examined and 

tested (1 Timothy 3:15). 

 

Paul describes the church as the “household of God…the church of the living God, the pillar 

and support of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15).  Those are strong statements, and if we believe them, 

we must embrace a high view of the church, and seek only the most qualified men to lead 

her.  Officer nominations and elections have little to do with popularity and a lot to do with 

a person’s consistent and deepening love for God above all things which nurtures a growing 

love and servant attitude toward his neighbor.  In the kingdom of God leadership is about 

loving God and neighbor; worshipping God and serving one’s neighbor. 

 

The Offices of Elder and Deacon 
 

Elder—The office of elder is one of spiritual oversight and government of the church (Titus 

1:5ff; 1 Tim. 3:1-7).  In the NT elders are sometimes referred to as shepherds (Acts 20:28, 1 

Peter 5:1-3) because they are charged with the care and nurture of the church just as a 

shepherd cares for his flock.  Elders are also responsible for the teaching ministry of the 

church (1 Tim. 5:17-18). Thus, elders must understand the truths of God’s Word, and be 

able to effectively minister in the body as one who encourages, edifies and when needed, 

confronts and rebukes. 

 

Deacon—The office of deacon is one of service, extending mercy and sympathy to those in 

need, especially to those within the church.  Deacons are first mentioned in Acts 6:1-6, as 

those chosen to minister to the physical needs within the church.  The spiritual nature of the 

deacon’s service of mercy is not less vital than the elder’s rule; the health of the church is 

inseparably tied to both offices. 

 

The duty of the office is threefold: 1) To minister to those in need and distress, 2) To 

administrate financial issues within the church (giving and distribution of gifts), and 3) To 

care for the church’s property. 

 

Any man assuming the office of elder or deacon must meet the qualifications listed in 1 

Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 (elder) and 1 Timothy 3:8-13 (deacon), as a minimum and must 

also be willing to carry forth the vision and mission of Grace Community Presbyterian 

Church as determined by the current leadership of the church.  The solemn vows the 

officers take include protecting and pursuing the peace and purity of the church.  This peace 

and purity is protected and pursued, first, in the Session and Deaconate.   

Both offices are perpetual—that is, for life, unless extraordinary circumstances allow or call 

for the dissolution of one’s office. 

 

 
(*Thanks to Lexington Presbyterian Church, PCA for parts of this helpful primer.) 
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Church Officers-Trying, Nominating, Electing & Ordaining 
 

Trying—At the beginning of the summer, 2008 over a dozen men were 

encouraged by members of GCPC to begin the process of considering formal 

leadership in our church.  The current officers sought to serve these men in helping 

them evaluate their fitness for service as officers.  To that end, these men studied 

issues of polity (church government), the centrality of worship in our church, the 

application of the gospel for them, their family and the people in our church, the 

theology of the Reformed Faith, the duties and requirements of Deacons and 

Elders and how officers should lead in intentional and focused relationships 

through service and shepherding. At the end of this 13 month trial, six men 

determined that they needed the congregation’s help in further discerning their 

call. 

Members of GCPC are now in the process of meeting with and engaging with each 

of these six men to help them discern God’s call in their service to GCPC. 

 

Nominating—The members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church will be 

notified when they can begin to officially nominate men for office. Until that time 

it is the responsibility of every member of GCPC to begin to get to know the men 

and help them discern God’s call regarding formal leadership in GCPC. When 

members of the congregation believe that a certain man or men should be an 

officer, they will seek the permission of that man for nomination.  

 

Examining—Nominees who accept nomination to office will be examined, both 

orally and in written form, in the following areas; their Christian experience, 

English Bible, Theology and Polity (church government). 

 

Electing—The men who satisfy the requirements of the exam will be presented to 

the congregation for election.  Every communing member of GCPC has the 

privilege to vote on each man.  A simple majority vote is required to elect a man to 

office. 

 

Ordaining—New officers will be installed on a Sunday evening special ordination 

service, according to our Book of Church Order, Chapter 24. Time to be 

determined. 

 

The Responsibility of the Members of GCPC 

Each member should be aware of their responsibility to meet with each man they 

believe may be gifted to serve in office and to prayerfully consider those they 

believe demonstrate the biblical qualifications for office. The members of GCPC 

are free to nominate any man who is a member in good standing of GCPC.  If a 

man agrees to be nominated and has not previously been ordained to office at 

GCPC or has not completed the “trying” process as described above, he will be 

invited to begin that process once it begins again. 
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WHO IS DOING WHAT??? 
The gatherings announced in this section are wonderful examples of 

organic ministry, God's people taking the initiative to do something for 

which they have a particular burden. These are not programs 

coordinated by GCPC nor are they organized or “overseen” by your 

elders. But these are examples of God's people stepping up and reaching 

out and practicing their faith and inviting you to join them! We are 

happy to help them make you aware of what they are doing. (Church officers 
and Ministry Coordinators for GCPC are listed on the inside back cover of our bulletin.)  
 

o Baby Shower Committee  

If you are interested in joining one of the baby shower committees, contact 

Natasha Tracy for more information.  
 

o Coffee House Seminary  

Brian Cervantez has taken the initiative to start and lead a discussion of 

contemporary issues and how our Christian faith informs us regarding 

those issues. If you would like to be contacted on when and where the next 

discussion group will meet, please contact Brian Cervantez at 

briancervantez@yahoo.com. 
 

o Gospel Mission Work  

Women and children in need are befriended and served. Contact Tasha 

Tracy  
 

o Guy’s Movie Night  

Phil Bassett has taken the initiative to start the Guys Movie Night. This is a 

time where the men of Grace can get together, watch a movie and discuss 

afterwards.  The next Guys Movie Night is Thursday, September 3
rd

 at 

Doug and Karen Flowers’ home.  Pizza at 6:30 and the movie begins at 

7:00. Questions?  See Phil Bassett.  
 

o Meals on Wheels  

Would you like to volunteer to deliver meals one day a week? Or would 

you care to be part of a group at Grace, delivering food 5 days a week? If 

you would like to ride along with Tom Liggett to get a first-hand look at 

this service, contact Tom at 817 454-4208. Tom delivers on Wednesday 

mornings.  
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WHO IS DOING WHAT??? Continuedé 

 

o Neighborhood Bible Study  

Mary Hamby has taken the initiative to offer a neighborhood Bible Study 

in her home.  She encourages the ladies of Grace to attend and to bring 

their friends.  This year’s Neighborhood Bible Study will begin on 

Wednesday, September 9
th
.  They will meet at 1:00 at Mary Hamby’s 

house, 9713 Furman Ct., Keller, TX 76248. The women will be studying 1, 

2, 3 John and Jude this year. Contact Mary at 817-431-3023 if you have 

any questions.  
 

o Women’s Bible Study/Retreat  

Carol Hudson has taken the initiative to offer a number of options for the 

Ladies of Grace and their friends.  Please consider taking part in one (or 

more!) of the following: 

 

 Ladies of Grace Fall Retreat, October 16-17. Brochures with 

information/registration on back table. Return form and $10 

deposit to Carol Hudson. (Can also be given to Meagan Dennison 

or Natasha Tracy.) 

 

 Ladies of Grace weekly Bible Study begins September  10.  

Thursdays 10:45-12 at the church.  Study will be 

application/preparation for the Sunday sermon series on Daniel. 

For more information contact Carol Hudson at 817-889-0179 or 

carolhudson@yahoo.com.  

 

 Twice monthly evening Bible study beginning Tuesday, 

September 15th at 7:30. In the home of Carol Hudson. This group 

will be studying Susan Hunt's book The Home, A Place of Grace. 

For more information contact Carol Hudson at 817-889-0179 or 

carolhudson@yahoo.com 
 

o Women’s Book Discussion  

The ladies book selection for the month is the classic "Orthodoxy" by G.K. 

Chesterton.  The elementary age girls will be reading "The Hundred 

Dresses" by Eleanor Estes.  They will meet on Wednesday, September 16, 

at the Caudals. Questions? Please Rebecca Caudal or Paula Pettit.  
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Sermon Notes 
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