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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

June 14, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

PreludeéééééééééééééééGod of our Fathers 
 
Welcome 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 
Call to Worshipéééééééééééééééfrom Psalm 92 
 

The Lord is upright; he is my Rock. It is good to  
praise the Lord and make music to your name,  
O most high. You, O Lord, are exalted forever. 
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Hymn of Praiseéééééé.We Praise Thee, O God Our Redeemer 
(Tune: òWe Gather Together) 

We praise Thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator, 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring; 
We lay it before Thee, we kneel and adore Thee, 
We bless Thy holy Name, glad praises we sing. 

We worship Thee, God of our fathers, we bless Thee; 
Through lifeõs storm and tempest our guide have Thou been; 
When perils overtake us, escape Thou will make us, 
And with Thy help, O Lord, our battles we win. 

With voices united our praises we offer, 
To Thee, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 
Thy strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us, 
To Thee, our great Redeemer, forever be praise. 

 
Responsive Readingéééééééééfrom Psalms 102 & 103  
 
Leader   In the beginning you laid the foundations of the  

  earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.  
  They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 
  like a garment. 

 
People:  The children of your servants will live in your  

  presence; their descendants will be established  
  before you. 

 
Leader:  We praise you Lord, who crowns us with love and  

  compassion, who satisfies our desires with good  
  things so that our youth is renewed like the eagle's! 

 
People:  From everlasting to everlasting your love is with  

  those who fear you, O Lord, and your   
  righteousness to their children's children, with  
  those who keep your covenant, and remember to  
  obey your commandments. 
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Hymn of Praise éééééééééééééFaith of our Fathers 
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 ññññññWORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Words of Comfort and Promiseééééééééfrom Psalm 34 
 
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them 

out of all their troubles. The LORD is near to the brokenhearted  
and saves the crushed in spirit. The LORD redeems the life of his 
servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 
Confessing Our Faithéééééééééééé..Apostleõs Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church* 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The Reading of Godõs Wordééééééééééé...Psalm 34 

(Pages 463-64) 

 
Reader: This is the Word of God 

 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs Wordéééé.éé..ééééé..Psalm 34 
Rev. Rolf Meintjes                                    Face the Fear 
 
We welcome Rev. Rolf Meintjes to our pulpit this morning. Rolf is Associate Pastor at Redeemer, 
PCA in McKinney, Texas. We are thankful to his ministry of the Word to us while our pastor is 
in Orlando Florida for the PCAõs annual General Assembly meeting. 

  
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church, meaning they have 
publicly professed their faith.  
We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been 
given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent 
of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is 
completely dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect 
on the work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you 
in these elements. 
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Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of 
them, build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the 
Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT 
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN 
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS 
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
òIt is a great sin to think any sin little; but it is a greater sin to think the righteousness of 
Christ is not above all sin. Our disobedience is the disobedience of man; but Christõs 
obedience is the obedience of God: therefore, our believing in Christ doth please God better 
than if we had continued in innocency, and never sinned. The least sin is unpardonable 
without this obedience and righteousness of Christ; and the greatest is pardonable by it. 
Therefore, O seek in to Christ, to be clothed upon with this righteousness.ó      Ralph Erskine 
 

ñ[God] gave up his own Son as a ransom for us, the holy one for the lawless, the 
guiltless for the guilty, óthe just for the unjustô, the incorruptible for the corruptible, 
the immortal for the mortal. 
For what else but his righteousness could have covered our sins?  In whom was 
it possible for us, the lawless and ungodly, to be justified, except in the Son of 
God alone? 
O the sweet exchange, O the incomprehensible work of God, O the unexpected 
blessings, that the sinfulness of many should be hidden in one righteous man, 
while the righteousness of one should justify many sinners!ò               Anonymous 

 
òThe cross which is the object of faith, is also, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the cause of 
it. Sit down and watch the dying Saviour till faith springs up spontaneously in your heart. 
There is no place like Calvary for creating confidence. The air of that sacred hill brings 
health to trembling faith.ó                                                                                  C. H. Spurgeon 
 
òNote how often the Scriptures speak of Christ in his glory as ôthe Lamb.õ 
The multitude which no man can number stand with palms of victory ôbefore the Lambõ, 
and their worship is ascribing õsalvation to the Lamb.õ They have ôwashed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb,õ and rejoice at ôthe marriage supper of the Lamb.õ In that dwelling place 
ôthe Lamb is its light.õ He who feeds them is ôthe Lamb who is in the midst of the throne,õ 
and the river of the water of life flows ôout of the throne of the Lamb.õ The book of 
citizenship to the New Jerusalem is ôthe book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world.õ 
Clearly this is meant to carry adoring thoughts of the cross into our every thought of 
heavenly happiness. The heir of that joy will never forget that great price. It is the chorus of 
every song of the saints in light. All heaven echoes with praise ôto him who washed us from 
our sins in his own blood.õó                                                                            Charles McIlvaine  
 

ñAll inadequate doctrines of the atonement are due to inadequate doctrines of 
God and man. If we bring God down to our level and raise ourselves to his, then 
of course we see no need for a radical salvation, let alone for a radical 
atonement to secure it. When, on the other hand, we have glimpsed the blinding 
glory of the holiness of God, and have been so convicted of our sin by the Holy 
Spirit that we tremble before God and acknowledge what we are, namely óhell-
deserving sinnersô, then and only then does the necessity of the cross appear so 
obvious that we are astonished we never saw it before.ò                        John Stott 
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Communion Hymns  

You Are My King  
B. Foote 

 

Iõm forgiven because  
You were forsaken; 
Iõm accepted - You were condemned; 
Iõm alive and well; 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died and rose again. 

 

*Amazing love! How can it be - 
That You my King would die for 
me? 
Amazing love! I know itõs true 
And itõs my joy to honor You, 
In all I do; I honor You. 

 

I Stand Amazed in the Presence  
C. Gabriel 

1) I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus, the Nazarene, 
And wonder how He could love 
me, 
A sinner, condemned, unclean. 
 
2) For me it was in the garden 
He prayed, òNot my will but 
Thine,ó 
He had no tears for His own 
griefs, 
But sweat drops of blood for 
mine. 
*How marvelous! How 
wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be, 

How marvelous! How 
wonderful! 
Is my Saviorõs love for me. 
 

3) He took my sins and my 
sorrows; 
He made them his very own. 
He bore the burden to Calvõry 
And suffered and died alone. 
 

4) When with the ransomed in 
glory, 
His face I at last shall see! 
ôTwill be my joy throõ the ages 
To sing of his love for me! 

 
Salvation Belongs to Our God  

A. Howard/P. Turner 

Salvation belongs to our God, 
Who sits upon the throne; 
And unto the Lamb, 
Praise and glory, wisdom and 
thanks, 
Honor and power and strength... 
 
* Be to our God forever and 
ever, 
Be to our God forever and ever, 
 
 

Be to our God forever and ever, 
Amen. 
 

And we, the redeemed, shall be 
strong 
In purpose and unity, 
Declaring aloud, 
òPraise and glory, wisdom and 
thanks, 
Honor and power and strength!ó 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
OffertoryéééééééééééééééThe Love of God (Medley) 
 
Closing HymnéééééééééGuide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 

 
Benediction 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Jeff and Marlain Jones 
   Next week:        Justice and Mandy Kerr 
  June 28th:  Doug and Fran Lavender 
  July 5th:  Chris and Ruth Lewis 
 
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 
 

 GCPC is a Praying Church   

 
"A prayerless soul is a Christless soul. Prayer is the lisping of the 

believing infant, the shout of the fighting believer, the requiem of the 

dying saint falling asleep in Jesus. It is the breath, the watchword, the 

comfort, the strength, the honour of a Christian" ï  

Charles H. Spurgeon 
     

Menôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, June 16
th
,     for 

prayer. Join us at 7am in the conference room of our church building. All 

men (and their sons) are encouraged to join us. 

  

 
Prayer ChainðIf you have a request or reason to give thanks and would 

like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, please send 

your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at mehamby1@verizon.net.  

She will distribute your request to all who are on the chain.  If you would 

like to join the prayer chain, please send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be 

added and she will do it. 
 

Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  

Psalm 28:6 
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For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church, 

are unquantifiable.  However, a few numbers give us a small 

glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs 

more than we deserve.   

2008 
We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over 

$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for 

our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst.  

 

First Quarter of 2009 
Average Sunday morning attendance in the first quarter of 2009 (January 

through March) was 177.  Because of the way you responded to God's 

grace by your faithful giving, we received $87,919 towards the ministry of 

this church, and $2,960 towards the building fund.  And because of the 

gifts of God's people, we have been able to pay down our loan, so that the 

remaining balance, after only 17 months, is $155,742.  Let us all be 

thankful for God's provision!  

 

 CAPITAL GIVING  - Because of the generosity of the members and 

friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of 

our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000.  We have a 10-year 

zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use 

gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early.  This 

will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start 

building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future 

construction.  If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital 

campaign and would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you 

desire to increase the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully 

consider whether you can help pay down the note early.  If, in addition to 

your regular giving, you would like to designate gifts towards the building, 

please write BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.  

If you have any questions about the finances of our church, please speak 

with any Elder or Deacon.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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GCPC is Committed to Missions 
GCPC Summer Mission Trip  

We are excited that GCPC will be sending a group of members on a mission trip to 

Reynosa, Mexico (across the border from McAllen, TX) on July 18-25.  We will 

travel to Reynosa with a team from Fort Worth Presbyterian Church, and work 

with other teams on a construction project for Mission to the World, our 

denomination's world missionôs agency.  Please begin now to pray for our 

missionaries who have committed to being a part of this trip.  If you would like to 

contribute financially to this mission effort, above and beyond your regular giving, 

the team would be very grateful.  You may write ñReynosa Tripò in the memo 

section of your check if you do contribute. 

 

Ice Cream Social &  Talent Show TONIGHT  
Ice Cream Social and Talent Show, TONIGHT June 14, 6:30-8:30pm at 

GCPC. 

 

The Team our church is sending: Scott Thanisch (Team Leader), Cooper Thanisch, 

Grayson Thanisch, Brian Cervantez, Philip Hamby, Phil Bassett, Josh Emrich, 

Lisa Emrich, Danny Black, Rick Hudson, Carol Hudson, Glenn Mayo, Jarren 

Rollins, Matt Linnenburger. 

 

Church Planting in the Philippines 
We are, as a church, supporting the aggressive church planting efforts in the island 

nation of the Philippines.  We are also supporting the building and maintenance of 

homes for the many street children in the Philippines.  These homes are under the 

direct oversight (and often physically connected to) the local Presbyterian 

churches in the Philippines. For more information or to receive e-mails on how 

you can pray specifically for this work, please speak to Andrew Caudal. 

 

Church Planting in North Texas 
Your church is committed to planting churches in our area and supporting current 

church plants.  We are supporting the new church in Denton, Denton Presbyterian 

Church.  Please pray for our efforts in this endeavor and begin to pray for the 

future churches God may allow us to play a part in planting.  

 
 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


