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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

April 26, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

Reflection 
òWhat is Godõs law now?  It is not above a Christianñit is under a 
Christian. Law is the road which guides us, not the rod which drives 
us, nor the spirit which actuates us.  The law is good and excellent, if 
it keep its place.ó     C. H. Spurgeon 
 
PreludeéééééééééééHoly, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts 
    
Welcome 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 

Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 
Call to Worshipééééééééééééé from Isaiah 60 

 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness 

 
Prayer of Invocationééééé Followed by the Lordõs Prayer (KJV) 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn of PraiseéééééééééééééééWe will Glorify 
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

1) We will glorify the King of kings; 
We will glorify the Lamb. 
We will glorify the Lord of lords, 
Who is the great I AM. 
 

2) Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; 
We will bow before His throne. 
We will worship Him in 
righteousness, 
We will worship Him alone. 

 

 
 
ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confessionéééééééééééééé.from Psalm 31 
 
Minister:   In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be  
  put to shame; in your righteousness deliver me!   
  
People:   Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a  
  rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save  
  me!   
 
Minister:   For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your  
  name's sake you lead me and guide me. 
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People:   Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you  
  have stored up for those who fear you and worked 
  for those who take refuge in you. Blessed be the  
  LORD, for he has wondrously shown his   
  steadfast love to me.  
 
Minister:   Love the LORD, all you his saints! The LORD  
  preserves the faithful but abundantly repays the one  
  who acts in pride.  
 
ALL:   Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you 
  who wait for the LORD! 
 
Prayer of ConfessionéééééééééééééIn Unison 
 
Almighty God, You who are rich in mercy to all those who call 
upon You; Hear us as we come to You humbly confessing our 
sins and transgressions, and imploring Your mercy and 
forgiveness.  
We have broken Your holy laws by our deeds and words, and by 
the sinful affections of our hearts. We confess before You our 
disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and willfulness; and all 
our failures and shortcomings toward You and toward one 
another. Hear now our silent prayers of confessioné 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; And out of Your 
great goodness grant that we may from now on serve and please 
You in newness of life; through the merit and mediation of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Words of Comfort and Promiseééééé.éé.éfrom Romans 8 
  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is 
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who 

was raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 
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Hymn of ResponseééééééééééééCome Thou Fount 

 
 

*The word òEbenezeró comes from 1 Samuel 7:12. Israel was in a pitched battle with the 
Philistines and were able to subdue them (1 Samuel 7:13). Samuel places a stone between the 
places where the battle was fought and called the stone òEbenezeró which sounds like the 
Hebrew for òhelp of Godó. Samuel knew the Israelites won this battle against the Philistines 
because of the aid promised by their covenant God. For us, it is our war against sin, and how 

Christ is our only aid, and comfort, our only help. He is our Ebenezer. 
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Public Reception of New Members 
Eunice Banda 
Bob Barker 
Esther Barker 
Will Barker 
Linda Barnett 
DJ and Kami Beaty 
Ralph and Joyce Beaty 
Brandon and Jennifer Fickle; Lydia* & Barrett* 
Jonathan and Amy Love; Juliette* & Christopher* 
Glenn Mayo 
Jarren Rollins 
Tyler Armitage** 
Christopher Lewis** 
Kelly Oliphint** 
Parker Pettitt** 

 
*These are covenant, baptized children of our newest members but have not yet 
professed faith in Christ. Therefore, they are being received as non-communing 
members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church, meaning they are not yet 
receiving the sacrament of the Lordõs Supper. 
 
**These people have been members of Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
and are now becoming communing members, meaning they have publicly 
professed their faith in Christ and now receive the sacrament of the Lordõs Supper  

 

ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéééééé...Leviticus 19:9-18 

(Pages 97-98) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Wordééééé.Galatians 5:12-15 

(Page 975) 

Reader: This is the Word of God 
 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 
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Hearing from Godõs Wordéééé.éé..éé..Galatians 5:12-15 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                                        Freedom to Love 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church, meaning they have 
publicly professed their faith.  
We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been 
given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent 
of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is 
completely dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect 
on the work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you 
in these elements. 
 
 
Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 
 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

 
 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of 
them, build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the 
Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 

Christ saw us ruined by the fall, a world of poor, lost, ship-wrecked sinners. He saw and He 
pitied us; and in compliance with the everlasting counsels of the Eternal Trinity, He came 
down to the world, to suffer in our stead, and to save us. He did not sit in heaven pitying us 
from a distance: He did not stand upon the shore and see the wreck, and behold poor 
drowning sinners struggling in vain to get to shore. He plunged into the waters Himself: He 
came off to the wreck and took part with us in our weakness and infirmity becoming a man 
to save our souls. As man, He bore our sins and carried our transgressions; as man, He 
endured all that men can endure, and went through everything in manõs experience, sin only 
excepted; as man He lived; as man He went to the cross; as man He died. As man He shed 
His blood, in order that He might save us, poor shipwrecked sinners, and establish a 
communication between earth and heaven! As man He became a curse for us, in order that 
He might bridge the gulf, and make a way by which you and I might draw near to God with 
boldness, and have access to God without fear.        J.C. Ryle 

ñOur sins have been punished; the wheel of retribution has turned; judgment has 
been inflicted for our ungodliness ï but on Jesus, the lamb of God, standing in 
our place. In this way God is just ï and the justifier of those who put faith in 

Jesus, who ówas delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justificationô (Romans 4:25).ò                                                                  J.I. Packer 

òSuppose a man should come to his dinner table, and there should be a knife laid down, and 
it should be told him, ôThis is the very knife that cut the throat of your child!õ If the man 
would use this knife as a common knife, would not everyone say, ôSurely this man had but 
very little love to his child, who can use this bloody knife as a common knife!õ Look upon 
the cross on which Christ was crucified, and the pains He suffered thereonñand the 
seeming sweetness which is in sin, will quickly vanish. When you are solicited to sin, cast 
your eye upon Christõs cross; remember His astonishing sufferings for your sin, and sin will 
soon grow distasteful to your soul. How can sin not be hateful to usñif we seriously 
consider how hurtful it was to Jesus Christ?ó                                  Thomas Brooks 

ñGodôs wrath is his righteousness reacting against unrighteousness; it shows 
itself in retributive justice. But Jesus Christ has shielded us from the nightmare of 
retributive justice by becoming our representative substitute, in obedience to His 
Fatherôs will, and receiving the wages of our sin in our place.ò               J.I. Packer 

Behold the eternal security of the weakest believer in Jesus. The act of justification, once 
passed under the great seal of the resurrection of Christ, God can never revoke without 
denying Himself. Here is our safety. Here is the ground of our dauntless challenge, ôWho 
shall lay anything to the charge of Godõs elect? It is God who justifies.õ What can I need 
more? What more can I ask? If God, the God of spotless purity, the God of inflexible 
righteousness, justifies me, ôwho is he that condemns?õ Sin may condemn, but it is God that 
justifies! The law may alarm, but it is God that justifies! Satan may accuse, but it is God that 
justifies! Death may terrify, but it is God that justifies! ôIf GOD is for us, who can be against 
us?õ Who will dare condemn the soul whom He justifies? How gloriously will this truth shine 
forth in the great day of judgment! Every accuser will then be dumb. Every tongue will then 
be silent. Nothing shall be laid to the charge of Godõs elect. GOD Himself shall pronounce 
them fully, and forever justified: ôAnd those He justifies, He also glorifies.õó   Octavius Winslow 
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Communion Hymns  

Knowing You 
Graham Kendrick/Phil. 3:7 

1) All I once held dear, 
Built my life upon, 
All this world reveres 
And wars to own - 
All I once thoõt gain 
I have counted loss, 
Spent and worthless now 
Compared to this - 
 

Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You, 
There is no greater thing. 
Youõre my all, 
Youõre my God, 
Youõre my joy, 
My righteousness. 
And I love You, Lord. 
 

2) Now my heartõs desire  
Is to know You more, 
To be found in You, 
And known as Yours. 
To possess by faith 
What I could not earn, 
All surpassing gift  
Of righteousness. 
 

3) Oh, to know the power 
Of Your risen life 
And to know You in Your sufferings 
To become like You 
In Your death, my Lord, 
So with You to live 
And never die... 

 

Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners! 
J. Chapman/R. Pritchard 

1) Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! 
Jesus! Lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, 
Foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole. 
 

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
He is with me to the end. 
 

2) Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him; 

Tempted, tried, and sometimes 
failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins. 
 

3) Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows oõer me roll. 
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my comfort, helps my soul. 
 

4) Jesus!  I do now receive Him, 
More than all in Him I find! 
He hath granted me forgiveness. 
I am His, and He is mine! 

 

I Love You, Lord 
L. Klein 

I love You, Lord, 
And I lift my voice 
To worship You, O my soul, rejoice! 
Take joy, my King, 
In what You hear; 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound 
In Your ear. 

 

As the Deer 
M. Nystrom 

As the deer panteth for the water 
So my soul longeth after Thee. 
You alone are my heartõs desire, 
And I long to worship Thee. 
You alone are my strength, my shield. 
To You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heartõs desire, 
And I long to worship Thee. 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
OffertoryéééééééééééééééééééLamb of God 
 
Offering  
 

òWhen the collection of the offering is made at the end of the service 
of worship, the connection between the service of God and the service 
of the neighbor becomes very clear.  Faithful Christian worship issues 
in generous Christian service.ó 

Hughes Oliphant Old 

 
 
Closing Hymn of PraiseééééééOur God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 
 
 
Benediction 
 

 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Philip and Sherrie Hamby 
  Next week:        Kevin and Yvonne Hamrick 
  May 10th:  Andrew and Ashley Holt 
  May 17th:  Rick and Carol Hudson 
 
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 
 

Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know about 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

Your childôs age as of September 1
st
 will determine which class he 

or she will be in.  If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may 

have to move some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  

Again, we are excited about how the year will progress as we study 

Godôs Word together. 
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 

Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 

5th & 6th gradeð10-12 yrs oldð(Room #114) Conference Room 

3rd & 4th gradeð8-9 yrs oldð(Room #112a)    

1st & 2nd gradeð6-7 yrs oldð(Room #112b) 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, has begun his series on Covenant 

Theology for the adults.  If you have missed any of these excellent lessons, 

both audio and transcripts are available on our website:  

http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  12 

GCPC is a Praying Church 
 

ñThe commands and examples of Scripture recommending prayer 

are too clear.  Even bad prayer is better than no prayer.  The 

uneasiness about praying together and the fear of being too pious 

found among many Evangelicals and non-Evangelicals alike must 

have roots in the flesh.  Sometimes this uneasiness springs from an 

unconscious fear of the entrance into spiritual reality that prayer 

requires.  Persons who are in the dark concerning primary spiritual 

dynamics have something in their flesh which does not want to face 

up to the light.  The Puritan Thomas Goodwin points out that our 

fallen nature is actually allergic to God and never wants to get to 

close to him.  Thus our fallen nature constantly pulls as away from 

prayer.ò              Richard Lovelace 

 

Menôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, April 28
th
,   

for breakfast. We will meet at 7am at Kassandraôs Mexican Kitchen, 

813 Keller Pkwy Hwy 1709) in Keller. All men (and their sons) are 

encouraged to join us. 

  

Womenôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday evening, March 

28
th
, at 7pm. This is a very encouraging time for the ladies who 

participate.  Please consider joining them. 

 

Prayer ChainðIf you have a request or reason to give thanks and 

would like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, 

please send your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at 

mehamby1@verizon.net.  She will distribute your request to all who 

are on the chain.  If you would like to join the prayer chain, please 

send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be added and she will do it. 
 

Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  

Psalm 28:6 
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For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church, 

are unquantifiable.  However, a few numbers give us a small 

glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs 

more than we deserve.   

2008 
We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over 

$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for 

our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst. 

 

First Quarter of 2009  
Average Sunday morning attendance in the first quarter of 2009 (January 

through March) was 177.  Because of the way you responded to God's 

grace by your faithful giving, we received $87,919 towards the ministry of 

this church, and $2,960 towards the building fund.  And because of the 

gifts of God's people, we have been able to pay down our loan, so that the 

remaining balance, after only 17 months, is $155,742.  Let us all be 

thankful for God's provision!  

 

CAPITAL GIVING  - Because of the generosity of the members and 

friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of 

our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000.  We have a 10-year 

zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use 

gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early.  This 

will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start 

building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future 

construction.  

If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital campaign and 

would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you desire to increase 

the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully consider whether you 

can help pay down the note early.  If, in addition to your regular giving, 

you would like to designate gifts towards the building, please write 

BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.  If you have 

any questions about the finances of our church, please speak with any 

Elder or Deacon.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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GCPC is Committed to Missions 

 
GCPC Summer Mission Trip  

We are excited that GCPC will be sending a group of members on a 

mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico (across the border from McAllen, 

TX) on July 18-25.  We will travel to Reynosa with a team from Fort 

Worth Presbyterian Church, and work with other teams on a 

construction project for Mission to the World, our denomination's 

world missionôs agency.  Please begin now to pray for our 

missionaries who have committed to being a part of this trip.   

They are: Scott Thanisch (Team Leader), Cooper Thanisch, Grayson 

Thanisch, Brian Cervantez, Philip Hamby, Phil Bassett, Josh Emrich, 

Lisa Emrich, Danny Black, Rick Hudson, Carol Hudson, Glenn 

Mayo, Matt Linnenburger. 

 

Church Planting in the Philippines 
We are, as a church, supporting the aggressive church planting 

efforts in the island nation of the Philippines.  We are also 

supporting the building and maintenance of homes for the many 

street children in the Philippines.  These homes are under the direct 

oversight (and often physically connected to) the local Presbyterian 

churches in the Philippines. This is an extraordinarily exciting work 

that God is doing in the Philippines.  For more information or to 

receive e-mails on how you can pray specifically for this work, 

please speak to Andrew Caudal. 

 

Church Planting in North Texas 
Your church is committed to planting churches in our area and 

supporting current church plants.  We are supporting the new church 

in Denton, Denton Presbyterian Church.  We are praying that one 

day we will be able to send willing members out to begin new PCA 

churches throughout Tarrant, Denton, Wise, Montague counties and 

beyond. We are, perhaps, some years from this, but this is the 

direction we believe we should go.  Please pray for our efforts in this 

endeavor and begin to pray for the future churches God may allow 

us to play a part in planting.  




