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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

April 5, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

Reflection 
 
òThe Christian life is not only a life of faith; it is a life in the Spirit, 
and the Holy Spirit who indwells us produces good works of loveéó 

John Stott 
 
òCircumcision is the seal of the law.  He who willingly and 
deliberately undergoes circumcision, enters upon a compact to fulfill 
the law.  To fulfill it therefore he is bound, and he cannot plead the 
grace of Christ; for he has entered on another mode of justification.ó 

J.B. Lightfoot 
 
PreludeéééééééééééééééééééThe Palms 

Hosanna/Praise the Name of Jesus 
    
Welcome 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 

Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worshipééééééééééééfrom Psalm 34 

 
Minister: Oh, magnify the LORD with me!  
 
People: Let us exalt his name together! 
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Hymn of Praiseéééééééééé...All Glory, Laud and Honor 

 

 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
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Psalm of PraiseéééééééééééééééééPsalm 96 

To the tune of All Hail the Power of Jesusõ Name 
 

O sing a new song to the LORD; 
All earth sing to the LORD. 
Sing to the LORD, and bless His name; 
ôHe saves!õ each day proclaim. 
His glory to all nations show; 
His deeds let peoples know. 
 
In beautiful and holy robes 
Bring worship to the LORD. 
All earth, before Him stand in awe; 
Proclaim, ôThe LORD is King!õ 
Controlled by Him the world stands firm; 
His judgments justice bless. 
 
Let all prepare to greet the LORD, 
Because He coming is, 
He surely comes to judge the earth. 
And righteousness is His. 
Heõll nations judge with faithfulness, 
The World with justice bless. 

ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Words of Comfort and Promiseééééé.ééé..from Psalm 32  

 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 

covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
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Hymn of Responseééééééééééééé..In Christ Alone 

 
 
Confession of Faithééééééééééééé..Apostleõs Creed 

Brion Ferratt, Deacon 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
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and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church* 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 

 
ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 

 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéééééé...Jeremiah 9:23-26 

(Page 638) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Wordééééé...Galatians 5:1-12 

(Page 974-975) 

 
Reader: This is the Word of God 

 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs Wordéééé.éé..éé...Galatians 5:1-12 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                                 Severed and Fallen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  6 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
 
Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

 
 
 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, 
build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
 

ñThe hearing of the gospel involves the hearer in responsibility. It is a great 
privilege to hear the gospel. You may smile and think there is nothing very great 
in it. The damned in hell know. Oh, what would they give if they could hear the 
gospel now? If they could come back and entertain but the shadow of a hope that 
they might escape from the wrath to come? The saved in heaven estimate this 
privilege at a high rate, for, having obtained salvation through the preaching of 
this gospel, they can never cease to bless their God for calling them by his word 
of truth. O that you knew it! On your dying beds the listening to a gospel sermon 
will seem another thing than it seems now.ò                               Charles Spurgeon 

 
òWhat God wants is not just behavioral compliance but loving service. The tree-command 
[in the garden] means: ôPlease do this commandment just because of who I am, just for me, 
not because it looks profitable to you. Obey me out of love.õ But we failed to love him 
because we believe the Lie that he doesnõt care. Here ôthe Lieõ of the serpent is not just the 
fount of sadness but of disobedience. We lack self-control not just because we are ôbadõ in 
some general way but because we disbelieve in the love and goodness of God. 
How can our hearts be changed? [Jesus] obeyed the tree-command [at the Cross] simply 
because of his love for his Father and for us. He obeyed not because it profited him but 
because it profited us. Now love God for his own sake, for the sake of his beauty and 
worthðbecause he loved you for your own sakes in Jesus.ó    Tim Keller 
 

ñIt is imperative that we realize our complete dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 
We must not rely upon our own strength of resolution or purpose. It is when we 
are weak that we are strong. It is by grace that we are being saved (Rom. 5:10) 
as surely as by grace that we have been saved (Eph. 2:8-9). 
If we are not keenly sensitive to our own helplessness, then we can make the 
use of the means of sanctification the minister of self-righteousness and pride 
and thus defeat the purpose of sanctification. We must not rely on the means of 
sanctification but upon the God of all grace.ò           John Murray 
 
òThe Christian who misunderstands or misinterprets the underlying cause of his or her 
conversion can be vulnerable to legalism, pride, self-reliance, ingratitude, condemnation, and 
lack of assurance. But when we rightly understand the nature of our conversion ñ that is, 
when we clearly grasp the role of Godõs sovereign grace in electionñwe position ourselves 
to enjoy, in an ongoing way, the wonderfully life-transforming benefits that are available only 
through the gospel.ó                                                            C.J. Mahaney 
 

ñWe could not take one step in the pursuit of holiness if God in His grace had not 
first delivered us from the dominion of sin and brought us into union with His 
risen Son. Salvation is by grace and sanctification is by grace.ò        Jerry Bridges 
 
òDo not rely on your own efforts, but on the grace of Christ. ôYou are,õ says the apostle, 
ôsaved by grace.õ Therefore it is not a matter of arrogance here but faith when we celebrate: 
we are accepted! This is not pride but devotion.ó                                                   St. Ambrose 
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Communion Hymns  

What Wondrous Love Is This 
American folk hymn 

What wondrous love is this, O my 
soul... 
What wondrous love is this, O my 
soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my 
soul, 
For my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my 
soul! 

 
2) To God and to the Lamb, I will 
sing... 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb 
Who is the great I AM 
While millions join the theme 
I will sing, I will sing. 
While millions join the theme I will 
sing. 

 

Wonderful Merciful Savior 
D. Rodgers/E. Wyse 

1) Wonderful, merciful Savior, 
Precious Redeemer and Friend; 
Who would have thoõt that a Lamb 
could 
Rescue the souls of men? 
Oh, You rescue the souls of men. 
 
2) Counselor, Comforter, Keeper 
Spirit we long to embrace 
You offer hope when our hearts have 
Hopelessly lost the way? 
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way. 
 

Refrain: You are the One that we 
praise; 
You are the One we adore. 
You give the healing and grace 
Our hearts always hunger for; 
Oh, our hearts always hunger for. 
 
3) Almighty, infinite Father, 
Faithfully loving Your own; 
Here in our weakness You find us 
Falling before Your throne. 
Oh, weõre falling before Your throne. 

Jesus Paid It All 
E. Hall/J. Grape 

1) I hear the Savior say 
òThy strength indeed is small. 
Child of weakness, watch and pray; 
Find in Me thine all in all.ó 
 
Refrain: Jesus paid it all; 
All to Him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow. 
 
2) Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power, and Thine alone 

Can change the leperõs spots 
And melt the heart of stone. 
 
3) For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
Iõll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calvaryõs Lamb. 
 
4) And when before the throne  
I stand in Him complete 
òJesus died my soul to save,ó 
My lips shall still repeat. 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
Collection of OfferingééééééééééééBeautiful Savior 

Closing Hymnééé...ééééééééééTo God be the Glory 

 
Benediction 
PostludeéééééééééééééJesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Gary and Diane Armitage 
  Next week:        Jared and Melissa Brown  
  April 19th:  John and Mary Hamby 
  April 26th:  Philip and Sherrie Hamby 
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 

Good Friday Service 
Please make plans to join us for our Good Friday Service this coming 

Friday, April 9th, at 7:00pm at our church building.  It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect on Godõs love for His people and the 
freedom the gospel brings to those whose sin was paid for through the 

sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know about 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

Your childôs age as of September 1
st
 will  determine which class he 

or she will be in.  If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may 

have to move some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  

Again, we are excited about how the year will progress as we study 

Godôs Word together. 
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 

Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 

5th & 6th gradeð10-12 yrs oldð(Room #114) Conference Room 

3rd & 4th gradeð8-9 yrs oldð(Room #112a)    

1st & 2nd gradeð6-7 yrs oldð(Room #112b) 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, has begun his series on Covenant 

Theology for the adults.  If you have missed any of these excellent lessons, 

both audio and transcripts are available on our website:  

http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 

 

 




