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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

March 15, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

PreludeééééééééééééCome Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
    
Welcome 
 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 

Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

Call to Worship............................................................ From Psalm 96 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; Say among the 
nations, "The LORD reigns!ó 

 
Psalm and Hymn of Praiseéééééééééééé.Psalm 96 

To the tune of All Hail the Power of Jesusõ Name (Tune: coronation) 

 
1) O sing a new song to the 
LORD; 
All earth sing to the LORD. 
Sing to the LORD, and bless 
His name; 
ôHe saves!õ each day proclaim. 
His glory to all nations show; 
His deeds let peoples know. 
 

2) In beautiful and holy robes 
Bring worship to the LORD. 
All earth, before Him stand 
in awe; 
Proclaim, ôThe LORD is 
King!õ 
Controlled by Him the world 
stands firm; 
His judgments justice bless. 
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Prayer of Adoration 
 

 

 

All Glory, Laud and Honor 

 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and PromiseééééééééééJohn 3:16 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
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Hymn of ResponseéééééééJesus, the Very Thought of Thee 
 
Jesus, the very thought of 
Thee 
With sweetness fills the breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to 
see, 
And in Thy presence rest. 
 

O hope of every contrite 
heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 
To those who fall, how kind 
Thou art! 
How good to those who seek! 

Confession of FaithééééééééééThe Apostleõs Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church* 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 

 
ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The Reading of Godõs Wordé.ééééééééé1 Samuel 17 

Page 239-241 
Reader: This is the Word of God 

 People:  Amen! 
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs Wordéééé.éé..éééé1 Samuel 17 
Rev. Tom Browning                                                  The True Shepherd 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
 
Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, 
build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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òWeak hearts are apt to sit down troubled and discouraged, when they look 
upon that body of sin which is in them, and those imperfections which attend 
their best services. They are ready to say, ôWe shall one day perish by the 
strength of our lusts, or by the defects of our services!õ 
  Oh, but to strengthen them against all discouragements, they should 
remember this - that they stand before God, clothed with the righteousness of 
their Savior. ôThey are without fault before the throne of God.õ (Rev 14:5) 
There is no flaw in Godõs account. God looks upon weak saints in the Son of 
His love - and sees them all lovely. 
  Ah, poor souls! You are apt to look upon your spots and blots, and to cry out 
with the leper not only ôUnclean! unclean!õ but ôUndone! undone!õ Well, forever 
remember this - that you stand before God in the righteousness of Christ; upon 
which account you always appear before the throne of God without fault; 
where you are all lovely, and where there is no flaw in you.ó                   Thomas 
Brooks 
 
òWe conclude that our souls are fed by the flesh and blood of Christ, just as 
our corporeal is preserved and sustained by bread and wine. For the analogy of 
the sign not to hold, if our souls did not find their aliment [something that 
feeds or sustains] in Christ; which however cannot be the case, unless Christ 
truly coalesce into one with us, and support us through the use of His flesh and 
blood. It may seem incredible indeed that the flesh of Christ should reach us 
from such immense local distance, so as to become our food.  But we must 
remember how far the secret power of the Holy Spirit transcends all our 
senses, and what folly it must ever be to think of reducing His immensity to 
our measure.  Let faith embrace then what the understanding cannot grasp.  
Now this sacred communication of His flesh and blood, by which Christ 
transfuses his life into us, just as if He penetrated our bones and marrow, He 
testifies and seals also in the holy supper; not by the exhibition of a vain and 
empty sign, but by putting forth there such an energy of His Spirit as fulfils 
what He promises.  What is thus attested He offers and exhibits to all who 
approach the spiritual banquet.  It is however fruitfully received by believers 
only, who accept such vast grace with inward gratitude and trust.ó                                                                  
John Calvin 

 
òLearn to know Christ and him crucified. Learn to sing to him, and say, ôLord 
Jesus, you are my righteousness, I am your sin. You have taken upon yourself 
what is mine and given me what is yours. You have become what you were not 
so that I might become what I was not.õó 

Martin Luther 
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Communion Hymns  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
T. Chisholm/w. Runyan 

 

1) Great is Thy faithfulness 
O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with 
Thee 
Thou changest not 
Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt 
be 
 
Chorus: Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I 
see 
All I have needed  
Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto 
me 

 
2) Summer and winter  
And springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses 
above 
Join with all nature in manifold 
witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and 
love 
 
3) Pardon for sin and a peace that 
endureth 
Thine own dear presence to cheer 
And to guide strength for today  
And bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine with ten thousand 
beside 

Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting 
J. Pigott/J. Mountain 

 

1) Jesus, I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art 
I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart 
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee 
And Thy beauty fills my soul 
For by Thy transforming power 
Thou hast made me whole 
 
Chorus: Jesus I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art 
I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart 
 
2) Oh how great Thy loving kindness 
Vaster, broader than the sea 
O how marvelous Thy goodness 
Lavished all on me 
Yes, I rest in Thee, Beloved 
Know what wealth of grace is Thine 

Know Thy certainty of promise 
And have made it mine 
 
3) Simply trusting Thee, Lord Jesus 
I behold Thee as Thou art 
And Thy love, so pure, so changeless 
Satisfies my heart 
Satisfies its deepest longings 
Meets, supplies its every need 
Compasseth me round with blessings 
Thine is love indeed  (no chorus here) 
 
4) Ever lift thy face upon me 
As I work and wait for Thee 
Resting ôneath Thy smile, Lord Jesus 
Earthõs dark shadows flee 
Brightness of my Fatherõs glory 
Sunshine of my Fatherõs face 
Keep me ever trusting, resting 
Fill me with Thy grace 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
Collection of OfferingééééééHow Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place 
 
Closing Hymnééé...ééééééééééHow Great Thou Art 
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Benediction 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Brion and Laura Ferratt 
  Next week:        Joe and Jessica Eastham  
   March 29th:        Brant and Tasha Fontenot 
  April 5th:  Gary and Diane Armitage 
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 

Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know about 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

Your childôs age as of September 1
st
 will determine which class he 

or she will be in.  If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may 

have to move some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  

Again, we are excited about how the year will progress as we study 

Godôs Word together. 
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 

Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 

5th & 6th gradeð10-12 yrs oldð(Room #114) Conference Room 

3rd & 4th gradeð8-9 yrs oldð(Room #112a)    

1st & 2nd gradeð6-7 yrs oldð(Room #112b) 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, has begun his series on Covenant 

Theology for the adults.  If you have missed the first few, please check out our 

website: http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 

 

 

A Praying Church 
Menôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, March 17

th
, to pray 

together at 7am at the church building.. All men (and their sons) are encouraged to 

join us.  

Womenôs Prayer Meeting will  meet this Tuesday evening, March 17
th
, at 7pm.  

This is a very encouraging time for the ladies who participate.  Please consider 

joining them. 

Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  

Psalm 28:6  
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MUSIC MINISTRY 2009  
 

* Tuesday: 7 - 8 pm   �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���&�K�R�L�U, ages 4 - 9  
  

* Wednesday: 7 - 8 pm  GCPC GCPC Choir Practice * 
 

 * Thank God for His providing people and instruments!  There is still room for  

    you if you are interested. 

 

 

GCPC SUMMER MISSION TRIP!  
We are pleased to announce that GCPC will be sending a group of 

members on a mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico (across the border 

from McAllen, TX) on July 18-25.  We will travel to Reynosa with a 

team from Fort Worth Presbyterian Church, and work with other 

teams on a construction project for Mission to the World, our 

denomination's world missionôs agency.  Please begin now to pray 

for our missionaries who have committed to being a part of this trip.  

The deadline for signing up was February 15
th
.  Questions? Please 

contact Andrew Caudal or Scott Thanisch. Scott will be the team 

leader for this trip.   

 
 

 

God blessed GCPC in innumerable ways in 2008.  Many of our 

blessings cannot be quantified.  But there are those that can.  We 

received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, 

over $103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with 

$316,000.00 for our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in 

our midst. 

 

 

 

 

 


